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should be spent with Aphrodite, and four with
Persephone; or, as a variant account makes it,
he should spend six months with Persephone,
and six with Aphrodite on earth. He was after-
wards slain, whilst hunting, by a wild boar.

Nothing has come down to us as yet concern-
ing this legend except the incident of his dwell-
ing in Hades, whither Istar, the Babylonian
Venus, went in search of him. It is not by any
means unlikely, however, that the whole story
existed in Babylonia, and thence spread to
Phoenicia, and afterwards to Greece. In Phoe-
nicia it was adapted to the physical conditions
of the country, and the place of Tammuz's en-
counter with the boar was said to be the
mountains of Lebanon, whilst the river named
after him, Adonis (now the Nahr Ibrahim), which
ran red with the earth washed down by the
autumn rains, was said to be so coloured in con-
sequence of being mingled with his blood. The
descent of Tammuz to the underworld, typified
by the flowing down of the earth-laden waters
of the rivers to the sea, was not only celebrated
by the Phoenicians, but also by the Babylonians,
who had at least two series of lamentations which
were used on this occasion, and were probably
the originals of those chanted by the Hebrew
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